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� To receive a quality education in 
music

� It promotes higher learning
� It gives the student a more 

well-rounded education
� To give back to the community
� It fosters lifelong friendships
� IT’S FUN!
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� Just to go to Six Flags

� It sounds easy

� Your friends or parents are making
you join
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� Viking Band

� Concert Band
� Jazz Band

� Percussion Ensemble

� Chamber Ensembles 
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� 6th grade students of all levels – no 
experience necessary

� 7th & 8th grade students not selected for 
Concert Band or helping to fill out a certain 
instrument group

� Focuses on fundamental musicianship and 
prepares student for placement into Concert 
Band

� Active rehearsal and performance schedule
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� Audition only

� Further explores new rhythms and styles in 
developing the young musician

� Main focus is to prepare for High School 
band program

� Demanding rehearsal and performance 
schedule 
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� Audition only

� “Jazz Instruments” only

� Focus is on basic techniques in jazz

� Active rehearsal and performance 
schedule
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� Brass Ensembles

� Woodwind Ensembles

� Focus on advanced instrument-
specific technique and literature

� Active rehearsal & performance 
schedule

� All instrument groups welcome
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� Invitation only

� Two groups
� Grade 6 (starts 2nd half of year)
� Combined 7 th & 8th grade

� Focus is on percussion 
technique outside of traditional 
band setting

� Active rehearsal & performance 
schedule
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� EARLY MORNING BAND

� AFTER SCHOOL

� NIGHT REHEARSALS
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� Viking Band and Concert Band only
� 7:10-7:55 a.m. – start date to-be-determined
� No conflicts with athletics
� Part of student’s grade
� Busing IS provided

� Out-of-district students excluded 
� RMS has to pay for buses – only sign up if you

are DEFINITELY going to use it.
� Excessive absences = dismissal from concerts 

and/or special events
� To be EARLY is to be ON TIME!

• Students arriving after 7 a.m. will not be permitted into 
rehearsal

� Snow delay = NO early a.m. band! 
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� Jazz Band and Chamber Groups only
� 2:20-3:20 p.m. ~ October-May
� Necessary due to performance schedule
� Director will work with coaches when 

sharing students
� Busing IS provided (no bus on Fridays)

• Out-of-district students sometimes excluded; 
check with transportation department – 433-6229

� Excessive absences = dismissal from 
concerts and/or special events
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Mon. Tues. Wed.

7:10-7:55 a.m.
Viking Band
(starts in Jan.)

Concert 
Band

(starts in Jan.)

Concert 
Band

2:20-3:20 p.m.*
Jazz 
Band

Percussion
Ensemble

*Tuesdays, Thursdays & Fridays are reserved for ext ra help 
(by appt.) and/or other chamber ensembles. 
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� At first glance - may seem confusing.
• Kids are getting it slowly but surely! 

� See Band Handbook and/or website for specifics 
for your child’s grade and instrument group.

� Be sure to check weekly emails for specifics for 
that week.

� When in doubt – bring instrument to school.
• Students should bring instrument everyday 

until they establish a routine.
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� Concerts are formal events

� Students not wearing regulation uniform 
at a performance will NOT perform

� Consult Band Handbook and/or website 
for specifics 

� If you are not sure what to wear ~ ASK!
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� Black Dress Shoes
• NO SNEAKERS!

� Black Socks

� Black Cotton Pants
• NO JEANS, NO “SWISHIES,” 

NO “GAUCHOS” NO CARGO 
POCKETS!

� White Button Down Shirt
• NO SHORT SLEEVES!

� Red Bow Tie (provided by 
Mrs. Silveira)
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� Black Dress Shoes - NO SNEAKERS!

� Black Socks
� Black Cotton Pants - NO JEANS, 

NO “SWISHIES,” NO “GAUCHOS,” NO 
CARGO POCKETS!

� White Button Down Shirt – SHORT 
SLEEVES OKAY

� Red Bow Tie (provided by Mrs. Silveira)

� Red Jacket (provided by Mrs. Silveira)
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� Black Dress Shoes
• NO SNEAKERS!

� Black Socks
� Black Cotton Pants

• NO JEANS, NO 
“SWISHIES,” NO 
“GAUCHOS,” NO CARGO 
POCKETS!

� BLACK Button Down Shirt
• NO SHORT SLEEVES!

� Red Vest (provided by Mrs. 
Silveira)
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� Band is NOT extracurricular!
� Students will receive progress reports and 

grades every quarter
� Band grade counts toward honor roll
� BAND GRADES ARE ACCESSIBLE ONLINE

• Parents & Students will receive a password
• Type in password on Band Website to view
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Grading Policy

Class & Rehearsal
Skills
40%

Enrichment

Up to 10 points 
per quarter. 

Performances/Early 
A.M. Band

30%

Exams

10%

Homework

15%

Enrichment/Extra Credit 
(musical activities outside of school 
i.e. private lessons, attending classical 
concerts, etc.)

Exams

Performances/Early A.M. Band
(Occur outside of the school day and 
sometimes fall on weekends.)

Class & Rehearsal Skills

For specifics regarding 
each category, please visit 
the Band Website and/or 
consult the Band Handbook.

Homework (home practice, 
SmartMusic and/or written 
assignments.)
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� Instrument in good working order
� 3-ring hard cover binder with pockets

• “Resource Notebook”
� At least 2 pencils
� Method book(s)

• Consult Band Handbook for specific titles for 
your grade and instrument

� Reeds, oils, stick bag, etc.
• Consult Band Handbook for specific 

requirements for your grade and instrument
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� Based on availability and need 

� Band desperately needs tubas, French 
horns, euphoniums, oboes, bassoons 
bass clarinets and large saxophones

� Students may need to double 
on instruments
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� Mrs. Silveira has rental contracts
� Rent-to-own program
� Buyer BEWARE! 

• Do NOT buy a musical instrument with consulting a 
PROFESSIONAL music educator!

• Save money in the long run by spending money up fro nt.

� Protect your investment
• Buy proper maintenance supplies. (i.e. valve/slide oil, 

cleaning swabs, etc.)
• Have the instrument PROFESSIONALLY serviced at leas t 

twice a year. (i.e. chemical cleanings, “tune-ups,”  etc.)

��
	���
�	��
�	��

Rick’s Musical Instruments
10 Nate Whipple Highway

Cumberland, RI 02864
(401) 658-3404

Comes to RMS every Thursday.

Please see Mrs. Silveira after this 
meeting to discuss your rental 

options.
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� Limited supply
� Brass - $30 per year (French Horns – free w/private 

lessons)
• Students must buy their own mouthpiece. 

� Woodwinds - $45 per year (Bassoon – free 
w/private lessons)
• Students must buy their own mouthpiece. 

� Student & Parent responsible for maintenance, 
damage and/or loss of instrument 
• must sign Student/Parent Contract

� Student must provide reeds, oils and other 
accessories

� Based on need of the Director
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� Storage is provided in the band room during 
the school day 

� Instruments can NOT be stored over night in 
the band room

• Exceptions made for larger instruments 
(i.e. tubas, bari. saxes, euphoniums)

• Exceptions made on case-by-case basis

� Instruments left out of storage area (cubby) 
or left over night are taken by the Director        

• student issued “Band Aid”
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� Practicing at home is “homework” for band.
• Students should be practicing a minimum of 30-45 minutes 

per day, 5 days per week

� ALL assignments given via SmartMusic
• Interactive and computer based practice & assessment program
• Eliminates practice records – students are accountable not 

parent
• Will be explained in the next segment

� Parent support is crucial

� See website or ask Mrs. Silveira for 
suggested guidelines for practicing
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*Student can see that he/she played the notes a lit tle late at first but 
was in tempo after that.
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If student does not know how to play a note, all th ey need to do is click 
on it with the mouse.
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� Built-in tuner and metronome.

� Capacity to change tempos, starting slow and building 
speed gradually. 
• students can move at their own pace!

� Practice loops to master difficult passages.
• promotes practicing correctly!

� Recording capability. 
• Students can burn recordings to CD’s or e-mail them to friends 

and family.
• Students and parents can track progress 

for self-assessment!
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� Students come to class/rehearsal prepared!
• Develop and master technical skills quicker

� Supports school method book with on-screen notation and 
assessment 

� Over 50,000 diverse exercises for building fundamental 
skills

� Students are receiving instant feedback!
• Practice concert music

� support for over 2,000 band, jazz band, and orchestra titles

� Gain confidence to perform and solo
• Over 30,000 solo accompaniments for solo & ensemble festival

� Students are no longer practicing alone!
• Practicing becomes more FUN!!!
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� Get the most out of SmartMusic with 
home subscription
• Great value for the cost involved
• Can practice assignments until student is 

satisfied

� Limited number of computers 
available at school
• Student must adhere to time limit – might not 

be satisfied with final performance
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� www.smartmusic.com
� SmartMusic student 

subscription @ $36
• Must renew yearly

� Microphone from RMS

• Only $1.00!!! (supplies are 
limited)

� Microphones only have to 
purchased once – with 
proper care of course

SmartMusic 
microphone @ 

$19.95 for Windows 
$29.95 for Mac
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� Instructions for purchase
• See handout

� Instructional documents and videos 
on band website
• www.riversidemiddleschool.com/band
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� Private Lessons
• Not required (except for bassoon & French 

horn) but encouraged; especially for 
students switching instruments or  joining 
band for the 1 st time

� “Band Bucks”
� Awards

• Start working toward one today!
� Music Booster Club
� Parent Involvement

• Music Parent Association 
• Volunteer!

� Band Handbook
• PARENT/STUDENT CONTRACT DUE THIS 

FRIDAY!
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Phone:
(401) 433-6240

Band Website: 
www.riversidemiddleschool.com/band

E-Mail:*
rmsbandz@cox.net

* Primary line of communication


