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TIPS FOR PERCUSSIONISTS smartmusic

Most of the problems that students encounter when using SmartMusic can be solved by
simply knowing where to place the microphone.

Pictured below are suggested positions for the SmartMusic microphone as well as
recommendations for speaker placement. After properly placing the microphone, be sure to
adjust the settings of the microphone when starting SmartMusic. You can also adjust the
microphone settings inside of the SmartMusic program by sliding the dial up or down. The
microphone dial is located in the top right-hand corner.
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For Best Results:
* Play at a distance of at least

=

Trumpet (option 1) Bass Clarinet Vocalists:' 4 feet from your speakers.
Trombone Trumpet (option 2) (use headset) * Keep the speaker volume at
French Horn Percussian (option 1) a reasonable level,
Euphonium .
Clarinet [
Saxophone ¥
All Strings: (shirt or neck strap) Flute - ¢
(clip to second lowest Oboe Piccolo
string behind bridge) English Horn Recorder Tast for Interference:
(

1. Stand at the recommanded distance,

2, Click PLAY, but do net play your part,

3. Note the mic level meter; it should not register
in the green (it should stay in the blue)

Bassoon

A To avoid interference, try the following
VR, o = Move back from your speakers i
? + Turn down your volume -

|

Percussion - microphone option 2: Recommended for bell players.

With bell kits, you can improve the success rate by clipping the microphone below the bars aiming
downward, about 4-6" below the bars themselves. The ideal spot for the microphone is just below
the lowest C# key on the far left-hand side of the bells.

Also, using rubber mallets (while not a great choice for concerts) will improve the assessment by
reducing the "strike" at the beginning of notes and cutting out the overtones.
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Lastly, make sure the
“Instrument Range
Checking” feature located
in the OPTIONS menu is
off. (See picture on left.)
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Make sure Instrument
Range Checking is off.

More Options. ..

Unfortunately, the assessment feature (red/green notes) is not available on most exercises of the
method books for percussion students. Until that feature is made available to percussionists, the
student will need to submit a recording to his/her teacher so that the teacher may grade the
assignment.



